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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER:

SOBER SENSE.

There is much truth, says the Journal of Com-
merce, in the annexed communication, which
Northern men would do well to ponder. On the
other hand, it contains some things which are
strongly stated—perhaps over-stated. We are not
to be considered as endorsing it all.

FOR THE JOUBNAL OF COMMERCE.
¢« Judge not, that ye be net jodged; for with what judg-
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged.”

This sage counsel of Divine revelation is not generally held
to be of universal application by any of us. On the contrary,
we are all too ready to judge every body else—oitea without
testimomy, without inquiry, and without charity.

Whe is responsible for slavery at the South, for which
Southern men ate so constantly, and so unjustly end unspar-
ingly abused ?

Did the South send their ships to Africa to rob and plunder
its inbabitapts—to make merchandise of human souls—io
steal their fellow-men? Did they make their gains by buman
traffic? They have ofien been charged with it—but all
charges are not true. Who charges it! Northern men,
Northern editors, in every free State, with a few splendid ex-
ceptions. And well might the words of the prophet to the
guilty King of Israsl be retorted upon them, s a people,
& Thow art the man.” 1t wos Northern men who imported
the slaves—it was they who were guilty of all the excesses
of cruelty, the very refereace to which produces an invelun-

" tary shudder of humanity. They originated the evil, from
base motives of avarice—they continued and enlarged by
myriads, ueder the most excessive cruelty—and they would
now cast the odium, ss they have long since done the respon-
sibility of theér criminality, wpon Southern people.

They would cut them off from law and gospel, and refuse
them the civil rights and privileges for which Southern men,
s slavehnlders, have always largely contributed, whether
with treasure or with blood—and which they themselves have
solemnly guarantied to them by olemn compact—an instru-
ment they all profess to reverence, but from the obligations of
which they begin 20 desire absolution,

If Northern mes originated and enlarged the evil, what
have Southern men done towards these unfortunate brings’
They tock them from the bloody hand of Northern men—
barbarians, foll of ignorance and obstinacy, unfitted for any
xseful employment, inaccustomed to the use of any instru-
ment of indwstry, unable to understand or to speak any lan-
guage common to both parties ; they clothed and fedand in-
structed them ; they geve them houses to live in, food to eat,
and clothing to wear ; and they taught tbem to labor ; they
gave them religious instruction, and the blessings of civiliza-
tion ; they have set hundreds of thousands a! liberty, (iill
the number so freed became a nuisance, and was necesaarily
restiained by law;) their physical and social condition has
been in.a constant state of smelioration from the moment they
came under Southern influence—it has been always onward,
and moves impeded but by the wanton, reckless, and unjusti-
fiable interference from Northern men ; and their present
condition, thcugh not what it would have been had they been
of a diffirent race, or what the South could wish it to be, is
yet infinitely superior to that of their fellows leftin Africa, or
to the free colored people in the free States, and very much
above the laboring peasantry of civilized Europe generally, or
of the working classes in Great Britain. A comparison is
challenged : snd Northern men and Eurcpeans who have
visited them and inspected their condition, shall be the judges.
But if every instance referred to in all the abolition papers
for the past thirty years were combined, and all true, and

multiplied by its own quantity, it would not equal in degree

the sufl:rings endured on a single slave ¢hip in a single pas-
sage across the Atlantic, under Northern men, and of which

Northern men were the authors, Who, then, has done

them the most evil? Who has done them the most good’

The North or the South.-

Africans, moreover, are like other men, and have faults.
‘These necessarily provoke punishment—and that has often
been excessive, no doubt. But what provoked the North to
fit out ships to go e Africa and make merchandise of human
flesh ¢ Did Africans owe them any thing ? Did Africans
provoke them Ly crimes and disobedience, or idleness snd
injuries ? >

The North first made property of them, and oge much of
their gains fo them. How many hundred did they ever lib-
erate © On the contrary, when a single individual at the
South recently liberated sixty, worth as property then at least
$30,000, it was found dificult, nay impossible, to raise
$3,000 in all the North to send them to Africa ; and a large
proportion of that insignificant sum was contributed from the
Bouth, ;

Where is the Northern man, old or young, living or dying,
that leaves any bequests of any kind to liberate and restore
these people, whom their fathers or themselves have plun.
dered and robbed from Africa, to their homes *

But what does the North, afier themselves having done so
much evil and #o little good ty the African race, require of
the South in regard to them ?  Tu emancipale them imme-
diately, or svoner.

Have they calculated the cost of such an act? Do they
know that there is » personal value in them as property equal
to two thoeusand millions of dollars ? and that an additional
loss by depreciation, equal to as much more, would be the
necessary cansequence of their liberation ! Moreover, who
would or who could live in the midst of them, having as many
free blacks as whites, and more in many places ’

' Would it not be as reasonsble for the South to sk the

North to set fire to all their property, both real and personal,
and o ran away by the light of it, as fur the North to expect
a compliance with their demand for emancipation.

But another cry is raised ; there shall be no more slave ler-
ritory, say the Free-Soilersa. Why not? How did you get
rid of slavery * Did you not have the Scuth to send your
slaves to !

Have not all the free States rid themselves of most of their
slaves by sending and seiling them South?  If so, have ihey
any right reason to refuse to let the South have an outlet fur
theirs two *

Who is to be benefited, either by immediate emancipation,
or by the confinement of slavery within certain limits ° We
bave seen that the masterz and owners would be irretrievably
ruined. A loss of four thousand million dollars would involve
this whole ¢ untry in bankruptey, and shock all the principal
parts of Eurnpe fur years,

Would the elaves be benefited by it*  Are they not now
admitted to be generslly in a better condition, both physical
and mora!, than the free blacks in the free States®  And if
thoee States became {ree, with numbers so moch greater,
would not the loss to them be not only equal, but greater too?

Are the slaves to be Lenelited by a restriction within nar-
rower limits *  [snot the condition of the lower classes always
worst in thickest populated countries ©  Are you then con-
tending for beaefit to either the whites or the blacks © .Oa

and generally estoemed for plety, in the ardor of his feelings,
and without time for considerstion, was said to have de-
nounced sn eminent Northern Senator as & Fool/® Some
who beard, took note and published what they believed he
said. And what is his justification '—a justification made with
time for cool and deliberate consideration and reflection ?
Why, that he did not call Mr. Webster, but that he did call
Mr. Foole a fuol! Unworthy, unhappy extenuation—sggra-
vating rather than diminishing the fault. 'Was not Mr. Foole
a man, & Senator, and an American, as well as Mr. Web-
ster’ Was he not entitled to the same courtesy ! to the
same respect and regard °  Let this reverend gentleman re-
member 5th Matthew, 22 verse : **And let him keep his
heart with all diligence ; for in vain do we worship God, if
we indulge anger or malice in our hearts against any brother.”
And remember that the abuse of a Southern man, or a South-
ern Senator, cannot justify or excuse him, any more than of
a Northern man or a Northern Senator.

* Ofhaving * acted like a fool * the expression was,—Ed. J. C,

Tue OverLaxo Emiorarion.—A St. Louis letter
in the Western Christian Advocate furnishes the
following information relative to the prospects of
the overland emigration to Califernia during the
coming season :

«Two hundred thousand, it is thought, will leave the
States this spriag for California ; fitteen thousand of these, it
is said, will ba from Missouri alone! OQur city, at present,
is full of these emigrants, and scarcely a boat comes in port
or leaves for the upper country but is loaded with mules,
wagons, and men, all soon (o be upon the plains.  Greater
facilities ore offered for the long and tedious journey to thuse
whose means or inclination will permit their embracing them,
than perhaps ever before. Instead of slugglish oxen, and
heavy mud wagong, with from twelve to fifleen miles per day,
cushion-seated, handsome epring wagons, with four hardy
mules each, travelling twenty-five miles per day, are offered
1o the emigrant at from $150 to $200 for the entire route,
Some five or six of these lines of California wagons, called
express lines, are forming and nearly complete in our city.
They expect to make the entire journey from St. Joseph or
Independence in about seventy days. A large number of
passengers are going in these express lines.”

« Cushion-seated, handsome spring wagons'’ to
cross the Rocky Mountains ; verily these are the
days of progress, and the mareh of imprevement is
onward.—.N, Y. Com. Adv.

“ We are soLp To THE Brrtisn,”'—The Wash-
ington Union puts this alarming announcement in
capital letters at the head and ihe tail of a long and
not very intelligible article upon the Nicaragua
treaty with the %ritish Government. The Union
labors under the disadvantage of having raised so
many false alarms that it has to pile on the agony
with greater furor at every new endeavor to frighten
the Administration in particular, and the people of
thege United States in general, from their propriety.
We rather think the Union will find that General
Taylor and his Cabinet have not demanded « fifty-
four’” and aecepted * forty-nine.”

[New Yurk Commercial Advertiser.

The &outh Carolina Bloek: for the National Monument
has arrived, and is now to be seen at Monument place. It
is a beautiful specimen of the productions of the Palmeto
State, being a grey and white veined marble. The name
and arms of the State are exceedingly well seulptured upon
the face in bas relief. The material and workmacship are
highly creditable to the State it is intended to represent in the
National Monument. ;

Tue Errrcr.—The New York Courier says: ¢The im-
mense emigration to California trom the interior and Western
States begins to be serious!y felt by the merchants of this city.
A very large proportion of the money which, under other
circumatances, would come tp this city to pay for goods to be
consomed at the West, now is expended on the Western
frontier in purchasing mules, provisions, wagons, &e. for
persens on their way to California. The gmount of money
thus diverted from its ordinary channels can only be roughly
computed ; but, even such an estimate shows that it must be
very large. All accounts concur in stating that at least one
hundred thousand persons will leave the Weslern States for
California during the coming season. No one can go wiih-
out an ou'fit worth ai least $250, and this givesan aggregate
of $25,000,000 to be expended in this way."”

Axoruer Mamsorn Cavi.—A letter in the Madison
(Wisconsin) Argus says—at least so reports a Milwaukee
correspondent of a Hartford paper—that another large cave
has recently been explored near Madison, by Mr. Howel
Lumley, a member of the late Legislature, and four other
gentlemen: The party were in the oave five days, and finally
emerged by another opening than that by which they entered.
The account, however, is deficient in accuracy of detail re-
specting the dimensions of the cive, which is spoken of as
being in one part seventy feet high, and as having great
mineial wealth, such as immense masses of fine lead and
copper ore and much native silver. Crystals are represented
as having been found in great abundance, with stalactites and
etalagmites of large size. A lake, thirty seven feet deep, was
also found, and a considerable waterfsll. According to the
account, the cave is as remarkable for its riches as it is for
its extent,

Leatuen Business oF Saveyw, Mass.—An authentic ta-
ble recently made up shows the following facts :

The number of tanneries, curriers’ shops, and leather
dressers’ shops is eighty-five. The men employed in these
csfablichments number 550, The number of vats used for
tanning is 4,051. The value of leather tanned and curried
the last year is estimated at #869,047. The number of hides
used may be set down at 200,000, which, a: a valuation of
£2 a hide, would give $400,000,

New Yorxg, ArriL 29—2 P. M.

Farar Accrnents.—While workmen were engaged tearing
down the old Chemical Bank, in Broadway, the walls
fell and buried a half dozen or more persons under the ruins,
some of whem were killed.

Near or about the same time this morning, while the walls
of the warehouses and steres on Water street, which were
burnt last week, were being pulled down, they suddenly and
unexpectedly fell, burying some eight or nine persons beneath
the ruins, all of whom are believed tu have been killed. The
names of the unfortunate suffers in either case have not yet
been ascartsined, They are euppased to have been laborers
employed to take down the walls. It is almost mirsenlous
that many more were not killed, as the streets were full of |
passers-by at the time.

ANOTHER STEAMBOAT DISASTER,
Crevecasy, (Onro,) Apnry 29.—The steamer Anthony
Wayne blew up opposite Vermilion. 8he had fifty-four
passengers, and a crew of thirty, making eighty-four in all.
Among the number lost were twenty-four of her passengers
and eleven of the crew. The total ot kiiled and missing was

e ———————————————
DONATIONS OF PUBLIC LAND,

IN SENATE, APRIL 30,

The Senale having under consideration the bill granting
the right of way and making a donation of land to the State
of Illinois in aid of the construction ofthe Central Railroad,
and the debate having ﬁmudc:l as published yesterday—

Mr. BENTON. ¢ general which the bill
befure the Seoate presents is one which has long been under
consideration in both Houses of Congress. As far back as
twenty odd years ago the principle of the bill was a part of a
genersl proposition, which. was then before the Senate, and
it was known as the gradustion bill. That bill contained three
features. ‘The first, to reduce the price of those lands which
had been some years in market ; the next was to make donations
of lands, in limited quantiiies, to actual settlers ; the thi d and
|ast was, to cede the refuse lands to the States in which they
lay for objects of internal improvement, Itisthe last of these
propositions which is samewhat covered by the proposition
now belore the Senate. From the consideration which [ gave
to that subject at that early day, itsppeared to me that it was
a benelicial disposition for the United States to make of her
refusa lands, to cede them to the States in which they lay.
Lands which bad been twenty or twenly.five years in the
market at the minimum price, and had never found a pur-
chaser up tothat time, were clussed as refuse, and it was
deemed that the States, as a local authority, might be able to
make some disposition of them which the General Govern-
ment, without machinery of land offices, could not. The
principle of the bill befure the Senate is to take the refuse
lands and appropriate them to a great object of internal im-
provement, which, although it has its locality in a particular
State, produces advantages which, we all know, spread far
and wide ; for a good road cannot be made any where with
out being beneficial to the whole United States,
The only State that has received the full benefit of this
principle is the State of Tenncssee. | mention it for the con-
sideration of the 8 from ‘I' , who has moved to
recommit this lill. The United States, to be sure, was not
so0 large a landholder in the State of Tennessee us she wus in
other young Stat's, but she was to a considerable extent,
And in 1846 we passed a bill through both Housss of Con-
gress, by a very hearty concurrence, ceding to the State of
‘Tenressee all the lands which the United States held in that
State. The quantity wes then computed at three millions of
scres. An setual account or enumeration a short time before
computed it at about three und a balf millions This is very
considerable, if you go by the ucres, but not very much if you
go by the aciual value, at ten or a dozen cents per acre; for
that was as much s it would bring. But we gave up all
that we owned in the State of Tennessee to the State, without
limitation ss to the object to which she was to apply it. We
not only gave her all, but we gave her between eighteen and
pineteen thousand dollars, which she had in deposite as pro-
ceeds from thess lands; so that the bill not only gave lands,
but it gave money to Tennessee also.
Mr. BELL. Will the Senatorallow me to ask him a ques-
tion > I ask him whether the General Government has not
been ‘bound, in all these new Siates, to inves'igate the title of
the lands ceded to the United States ; and whether, in his

opinion and from his knowledge of the condition of the State,

Tennessze has ever received one-half the expense which it in-
curred in the investigation of these titles ?

Mr. BENTON. BSir, the General Government gave up
to Tennessee all she had, every speck of it, and about $18,000
besides. She gave it all up to the State, and if she spends
money upon it the United States cannot help it.  If there was
some expense in the use of it, the United States cannot help
it. She gave up all, and more be sides.

And now, sir, as to the hill befare the Senate to give some
refuse lands to [llinois to aid in the ¢instruction of a road. If,
besides that, we were to give back all the money that we have
ever received from the lands in that State, there would be
some parity of reasoning in the two cases. But we do not
put it in that way. The application now is for part of the
refuse lands for a great national purpoze, and [ am free to say
that I am of opinion that the principle contained in the gradu-

| ation bill ought to be adopted, and that all those refuse lands,

which have been in markel for a great length of time, should
be given up to the States in which they lie.

But, Mr. Piesident, with respect to the general propo-
sition. This application rests upon a princigle that the yonng
States are made desolate, in a great degree, by having lands
in their midst that pay no taxes, undergo no cultivation, that
are held et o pr'ee that nobedy will pay, and which, in fast,
in syme parts of the country, become jungles for the protec-
tion of wild beasts that prey upon the flocks and herds of the
farmers.  In other instances the United States hold swamps
and marshes at prices that nobody will pay, and they hold on to
these svamps and marshes, garrisoned asthey are by pestilence,
which the people of the country cannot drain because they are
held by the Government of the United Sta‘es. Sir, youmay travel
a hundred miles threugh a country of marshes and unculti-
vated land, which is not only worthless, but far worse; it be-
comes a place where missma is generated, and where beasts
have their haunts. But this bill proposes to make some Bene-
ficial disposition of these lands. Of the general principle of
the bill I candidly approve. I believe the General Govern-
ment will have done well when it gets rid of the administra-
tor of these lands. I believe it will have done well when it
puts them in a condition to be made useful to the human
race, which they nre not now. 1

Mr. TURNEY. I will say one word, sir, in relation to
the State of Tennesses, Beveral years ago, perhapsten years
ago, the public lands in Tennessee were off red at twelve
and 8 half cents per acre, and the State of Tenness:e s)ld
those lands as the agent of the Federal Government. The
lands were sold under that provieion of the law for a number
of years, and the procceds were paid over to the General
Giovernment, nothing being retained to remunerate the State
for her agency in the matter. In 1846, as most of the lands
remnining in Tennessee were of little or no value, the Gene-
ral Government relinquished to the State the remaindar of
the lands unsold within the State, passibly some three or
three and a ha!f millions of acres. The land was given to the
State for a special purpose, and not, as the Senator from Mis-
souri supposes, without limitation. It was for a purpose
epecified in the act of Congrese—for the purpose of building a
cill:ge at Jazkson, in Western Tennessee. The sales of
those lands have amounted to some ten or fiiteen thousand
dol'ars, all told, which is not enough to build the college.
Thie, sir, is, [ believe, the history of the law of 1846, and
that is the amount which has been derived from the sales of
the ceded lands under that act. Ido not mean to say that
these are the only lands that were ever ceded to the State by
the General Government. Far from it. A few cessions
were made that were far more valuable than those ceded by
the law of 1846. Tha law was regarded at the lime it was
passed, as one that wou'd be very soon fargolten, in conse-
quence of ils very iusignificance in value or importarca. It
is a very small matter indeed. 8ir, take the whole of tke
lands that have been ceded to this State, and you will find
that the amount is not near as much as has been appropriated
to common echools in other States,

Sir, [ am opposed to the system of distributing the pro-
ceeds of the public lands; but it is far more preferable, il the
system is to prevail, to that policy which has prevailed for
some time past, of appropriating these lands to internal im-
provements exclusively in the States in which they lie; and [
shall go for the proposition of my friend from New Jersey,
not that [ advocate that system of policy, but I select it in
preference tothe other. [f these lands are to be squandered
for internal improvements, I think that some of the old States
are eutitled to a part, and they should not all be given to the
new. If it be constitutional to apply them ag proposed in this
bill, it is constitutional to distr.bate them amongst the States.
It Congress possesses the power to dv the one, it possesses
the power to do the other. If you can give land lying in the
state of lilinois to the State of Illinois, you can give it
to the Siate of Tennessee or Kentucky. Surely there
can be nothing found in the constitution that can prohibit

about furty, The passengers known to be killed are Mat-
ew Falkner, of Sheffield, Mass., and Henry McDonough,
of Choteau, Michigan. The explosion occurred sbout one
o'clock on Sunday morning.  The schooner Elmira took the |
kitled, wounded, and survivors to Sandusky,

Emie Cavar.—The Syracuse Journnl, speaking of lllll‘
scene at (iedies, the place on the Lrie Canal where the na- |
v gation was obstructed, says : |
“ Pifteen hundred boats aze lving behind the locks on the !
three canals, manned by three limes that number of hands, |

the contrary, d» not all your measures portend ruin to the
whites, and unmixed evil to the blacks *

Are vou good men, and wich to do good fo your species !
Reflect on your measures, and their tendencies, and change
them from evil to good. There 18 a great fiell apen for
good ; go and send men to occupy it for good, both to the
white and to the black man, Go teach the black man how
to spbmit to the providence of God, till God's time for his de-
liverance comes. Go, invoke, persuade, beseech the master
11 look well to hiz slaves : to their condition, to their treat-
mnt by those set uver them, to their religious trainirg
ascyre him that if he will sufl’ ¢ them to be taught to read and
to write, vou will not place i eendiary tracts in their hands,
19 incite them to insurrection and bloodshed, but that they
€10 then be bewter arnd maore thoroughly instructed from that
goepel which is abls to make them wise unto raivauon, which
inculentes love and good-fellowship, and which inspires all
who revere it with a spiri of love ard good works.

They will hearken to you, and you will thus he sble to ex-
creise n!l the philanthropy, real or professed, ever felt or
je'gned by North or South on the question.

I canpot elose these remarks without reminding all men,
but e-peciaily the Clergy, that the Southern peopls too are
entitlal to the protection affurded by the obeervance of the
Ninth C :mmémen:. ;

I: Las recently cecurred that & minister of bigh repuation,

ard twice the pumber of horses.  The stiing of hoats on the |
r-aster\rym"n;n extends to Hull's landing, a distance of nine |

1
{ miles,  T'nere are not as many coming from the west. |

In the Lupcaster county (Pa.) court list week a man
named lzaac Andersen, ol Columbia, was convicted of steal- |
ling #1,200 froms Wm. L. Miller. He was sentenced to pay |

s fine of 100 and eosts of pros culion, restore the property |
etolen to the owner il not already dune, and undergo an im |
| prisunment of three vears in the Eastern penttentiary.

Fasnrosante Movesmests ax 1as Nowrn.—Mr, and
Mre. Blu bird ar: pow at home in their old quarters.  Sig- |
nor Whippourwill has commenced his evemag coneerts for |
the eesron,  Mr weberry Las made Lis appearance ina |
rew fuit o) a delicate green,  Tne younger Miss Violot will |
come out in a very few days.  She wil make a sensation
with ber bive eves snd wodest Jemeanor.  The Lilac family
throw open theae doors for o grand festival next week. It is
rumored that the Tulips, who have replenished their ward-
robe in a very splendid manner, will attend. The Misces
Roze are yet in weclusion, wiilng for \he warm weather,
Fhs Robin troupe are giving matinee serensdes with much
succezs.  The beautiful Miss P. (Pink /) is ssil to be pre-
panug tur & very gay scason.  Some sad reporis are in circus
lation in regsrd 1o Uol, Swallow, He has been detected in
stealing.  T'nis is the gentleman who onginated the famous
swallow-1ail style of dress-coat. The Haneysurkles, who are
notoricugly & pu-hing race, are alreedy in the fashionable
field. Tt 1s with decp sorrow that we reccr] that the amiable
and luvely Miss Snowdiop departed 1ais Life syon after the
w8t anow-storm.—Dos'on Transcript.

us from giving to the one State if we can give to the other.

But I hold that Congress has no such power s and if we
are to engage in the system of internal improvements, [ desire
to see ali the States equally benefited ; and if it is to become
a scramble, [ appeal in behslf of Tennessee, who is eatitled
to her proportion. I am opposed to this system of policy,
wheiher it be a railrond bill or a canel bill, or any other sys-
tem of bills whieh will apply one of the sources of the revenue

| of this Government to objects of internal improvementsin cer-

tain States and not in other States. It is wrong in point of
principle. it is unjust, for we should mete out justice to all
the States alike. Certainly these lands were originally ac-
quired by the funds in the Treasury which we derived from
the pockets of all—paid by the people of the old States ns
well as the people of the new States—paid fir by the people
of the States where there are no public lands as well as where
there are public lands. No doubt the much larger portion
was puid Ly (he people of the States in which there were no
pubilic lands, for in the new States there were comparatively
sery few o pay taxesat all. Ican see no principle of justice,

| of night, or of policy; in continuing this system of applying the

procecds of those lands, or the lands themselves, to internal
impro ts in the Siates in which they are situated, to the
eatire exclusion of al] other States.

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, (Mr. Crar temporarily
occupying the chair,) I thick it very probable that von will
live long enoughi—and may you live a thousand years—to see
many of your views consummated by this body. [ think [
can see the tendency of things now in relation ) the paliey of
the g | distribution of the proceeds of the public Jands
I know that this attack upon the public lands comes from
thoss gentlemen who are constitu ionally oppsed to the d's
tribution of the proceeds of the public lands ; but, to disavow
that sentiment, and wholly como to a new one, they must
o mmence by giving a distnbutive share 1o esch Stite one at
a tme, They know that we are o'l one famnily, snd that one
child is never Likely to remain cotitent while auother is draw-
ing a lirger proporiion of the patrimony belonging 1o the
whole family. -

Now, wir, it will be recollected very well that in the year
1895 the pubiic fusds were deposited with the several
States, and, like the servants to whom were given the ta.
lents—oune live, one (wo, and snotker one, some improved

end others made no use of this liberality. The State
which I have the honor, in part, to esent, has to-day
in sctual operaiion nearly 800 miles of railrosds, equal to
that of any of the Southern Btates, if not to any State in the
Union, arising from a proper sdministration of her propor-
tionate share of that deposite by this Government among the
States, and her own end individual resources, All the
other States received their shares, but unfortunately some
of them managed it badly, angd their credit and public works
went to decay. But is this eny reason, Mr. President,
why those who have ‘;ﬁkhuiy managed and economically
controlled what they had, should be deprived of their equal
participation ! Now, sir, look over the Siate of Geergia.
From Augusta to Atlanta, and from Augusta, the dividing
line between South Carolina und Georgis, to the Tenneseee
river, running some eight or ten miles into the Siate of Ten-
nessce, Georgia thereby unite the Atlantic with the valley of
the Mississippi. And, eir, today you may start from
Charleston, and go by steam to Cairo, the point which is
designated as the southern termination of the railroad now
contemplated by the State of lllinoils. And how was this
done? By individual enterprire, and by the funds of that
State,and a judicious appropriation of the proceeds which were
divided between sll the States. Then turn your eye to
Savannah, in the Sta‘e of Georgia you have 500 and odd
miles, nearly 600, of one continuous railroad, from the Atlan-
tic to the Valley of thé Mississijpi, tapping the Ten at

of interpal im
ful, even in the caces to which I have referred, whether the
Government h;lh. power to sppropriate allernate sections
for purposes internal improvement, therefore,
have never voted for a bill of this sort; bﬂ“‘:'dﬂlmnﬂb.
Llind to the fact that there is a difitcrence between the claim
of such a power as that which the Government exercises
merely as prog;:m of the p[:hlig l!.nd:i and the claim of the
er lo appropriate money for internal improvements -
gra:'lly. I believe, sir, that this bill, as it stands, is obnol!:;'.
to all the objections which could be raised to a bill appropria-
ting money for purposes of interoal improvement, and al-

though I think that if this feature were stricken out, the bill | shall

would be muech improved, I should still vote against it for the
reason which [ have just given. But I shall not be willing,
for the purpose of defealing this or any other bill, to give
my sanction, directly or indirectly, to a principle so mis-
chievous es that embodied in the bill for the distribution of
the proceeds of the public lands among the States.

Permit me to tell the Senator from Georgia (Mr. Daw-
sox) that he was as infelicitous in selecting his example as
in the reasoning he urged in support of his position. hy,
sir, when Virginia refused to receive her share of the proceeds
of the public lands which were distributed, she announced
a lution to which she has adhered ever since. That

Chatanooga.

This was all done by our own enterprise. We ask nothing
of the Government for it ; but when you are going to divide
out the pahrimony, although we have been exceedingly indus-
trious and economical at home, having made thess roads, not
merely for our own advantage, but for the comfort of all, we
will not object to take our share. My friend from Kentucky
has roda over our railroads, and smilingly said, These are the
fruits of the distnibation of the proceeds of the public lands,
sccording to my wisdom. [Loud laughter, in which Mr.
Crar joined. The honorable Senator from Kentucky was
understood to disavow the * wisdom,” though he admitted
the *““ smile.”] My friend from Kentucky disavows Lhe wis-
dom, but admits the smile; and now he wants to go fur-
ther. But what comes next? He says that this great
country shoul) be improved by a system of internal im-
provements, The States are supporting the General Go-
vernment by indirect taxation, snd the public lands were
ceded to the United States for the benefit of all the States.
After the payment of the debts of the Revolutioh, the
States are entitled to the money for the purposes of internal
improvement and education. I admitit. But now let ua be
just, and, in the language of a friend of mine in Georgis,
¢ Divide fairly ; do things honestly ; do them justly.” But
ean you do it by the mode that has been proposed in the bill
now under consideration? I submit it now to the judg
ment of this body, do you believe that [ can stand by, as a
Senator from Georgia, and see three millions of the public
lands given to Illinois } There is another bill on your table
for an appropriation of the same character, but to what extent
I do not know, How far are they to carry this road > Four
bundred miles. Who pays for it? The Generul Govern-
ment. Why, the State of Georgia has constructed ber part
of this great enterprise upwards of six hundred miles, already
completed, and now going by steam from the Atlantic to the
valley of the Mississippi, all at cur own expense.

I have another view of this subject which [ intend to pre-
sent, and I do not do it with any view of embarrassing this
question at all. I voted against the distribution of the pro-
cecds of the public lands when io the other branch of Con-
gress, ard I would vote against it to-day 5 but I would say,
with my friend from Tennessee, that if you are to divide
them, to avoid this injusics, to avoid this inequality, lat us
divide them fairly and equally. We are a Confederacy of
States, all entitled to equsl rights and to equal dividends,
according to the extent of the population. 'T'hese internal
improvements are for the benefit of not only the citizens of
the Boath, but of the ciiizens of the North. They league
us together, make us better acquainted with each other, and
cultivate our affections and personal conveniences. We will
do this by intercommunications between the States. We may
be asked, what do you want now in Georgia } Have you not
got eight hundred miles of railroad ? Now what more do you
want ! But, sir, we see this, that every year the losses sus-
tained to property by going round the cape of Florida would
be sufficient to build a railrond from Mobile to some point
within the limita of the State of Georgis, by which that dan-
gerous passage round the cape of Florida would be avoid-
ed.. My frierd from Florida will concede that this is so.
I have a propositon to make, which I intend to present.
When you ran through Illniois you teuch at Lake Michigan,
and take the Sena'or from Michigan, and unite him, not by
the Nicholson letter but by a railroad, with the Svuth, You
get him into it by a railroad from Lake Michigan down to
Cairo, at the mouth of the Ohio river ; then through Ken
tucky, and then through a portion of Tenn=ssee, and then
down to Mobile. That is the whole of the road. And when
we get to Mobile, where are we? We are on the Gulf of
Mexico, and all communication between Mobile and the
Northern cities has to be round that dangerous cape of Flori-
da. Now, to avoid that, my proposition is to give to the
State of Georgia, just precizely upon the same terms, upon
the same conditions, according to the extentof the line which
she intends to make from Mobile, a number of acres of land
in proportion to the distance ; not for the benefit of Georgia,
hecause she is complete in her systemy so far as relates
to her own internal facilities, but for the purpose of
connecting every section of this country.

If you make this road from Mobile, by way of Columbus,
in Georgia, on the Chattahooche, direct through Macon to
the Central road across to the Georgia railroad, to some point
above the city of Augusts, you have a connexion then by
railrond to the Atlantic at Savannah, to the Atantic at
Charleston, and have a direct road to Cairo through Ala-
bama, through Mississippi, through Tennessee, ard through
Kentucky. What would the road be worth through Illinois,
through Tenneseee, and through Ken'ucky, unless you
could go down to Mobile? And, after you get to Molile,
of what value will it be if you have not this road to the
Atlantic, through Georgia! You will be in precisely the
same condition as if you had come down the Mis:issippi.
There is the river Missiesippi, with nothing in it but
hore and there snags and sawyers, and now and then a
boiler bursting, [taughter ;] but itis always an open highway
down to New Orleans. It is never dry. When you get to
Mobile you are not to stop.  Your ohject is to go on towards
the Atlantic, snd strike the internal improvements of Georgia ;
these connecting with SouthCarolina, and coming overtotheold
North State, through the Old Dominion, north to Washington.
Now, sir, there is the great link which is wanting from
Mobile to the Georgia railroad ; and all I ask is, thatif you
aré to appropriate public lands to the States of Alabama, Mis-
siesippi, and Illinois, to construct their railroad, that you
shall appropriate 800,000 acres that Georgia may go on and
complete this link which is wanting. We will pledge our-
selves to construct the railrosd, not within ten years, but with-
in five years. Now, why do you not do it? Thereply is, if
you tack too many amendments to this bill, Illinois is gone.
Now, is there not as much propriety in Iilinois losing this ad-
vantage as Georgia or Alabama’ What gives to Illinois any
advantage’ Now I show you the position that I occupy. 1
am humble about this matter, and only claim it upon princi-
ple. If Georgia makes this road from Macon, she will not do
t from selfish purposes, but in order to complete the road
through the State of Alab:ma down to Mobile, for public and
general purposes, and not for the purpose of making dividends
tor the stockholders alone, but for the Union. When you give
or take money belonging to the Union to appropriate it, let it
be for public purposes ; let it be upon general principles, upon
which we can all stand.

I may be replied to in this wis2: You are opposed to an
appropriation of the proceeds of the public lands for internal
improvements by a State. 1am, si. But when this Con-
gress decides a principle, and eays that it shall be the policy
of this Government to give the public lands for internal im-
proverents, I yield my constitutioaal objections, and go
with the country upon the principles whieh have been
established, though against my own view. I will not stand
still as a reprezentative from Georgia because my opinion is
that this is unconstitu‘ional, and say that Georgia shall not
take her share. That would be unwise. It would he as
unwis2 as Virginia was in relation to the public deposites.
She held on, and would not touch them fir years, but at
las: she thought it was very simple, and tock the money
and weed it.  Now, if there is to be a generanl distiibu-
tion of the proceeds of the public lands among the various
States for the purpase of internal improvement, I will yiald ;
but I prefer a general distribution to a partial one. These,
sir, are my viows,

Mr. HUNTER. Iam very sorry to hear my friend from
Georgia (Mr. Dawsox) modifying his oljections to the dis-
tribution of the proceeds of the public lands amongst the
States, upon so slender a foundation as that upon which he
seems to rest.  Why, sir, he says that becauin Cougress is
disposed to appropriate the public lands for purposes of inter-
nal improvement—a purpose of which he disapproves—that
therclore these public lands shoull be divided among -the
States.  Why, sir, if the majority of Comgress are in favor
of internal improvements, and these lands are disposed of, do
you not suppose that they will u:c the money *  And what
would be the effect’ We shall have not only the existing
expenres for the administration of the Givernment charged
upon the customs, but also we shall have charged upon them
whatever the majority choose Lo sppropriste for the purposa of
internal improvement, [t seems 0 me_ that it would be fur
bet'er to endeavor to check ond resrain the sysiom as for as
we cun. | know that it is beyond our pawer to put an end to
the system, for upon this subject we are in a minority ; but
stilly by constant aud consistent oppositin—opposition upon
principle, we ean o some extent resirain, or ot l:ast modify it
T'here are provisions in this bill which we miz!t have opposed,
aud opposed eiliciently. I mean that portion of the bill to which
the Sepator from Missistippi (Mr. Divis) alluded to day,
and ta which I also alluded yistorday in the remark or two
which I made upon the occasion : that feature in the bill
which departs from the old principle of appropriating land
along the line of the road, upun the consideration that the
Government is to be benefited s the propristor of the lands,
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which she once refused to receive she has never taken since.
I think, to the best of my recollection, the money still remains
as a depasite in her bank. At any rate, she has never received
it, or in any manner treated it as hers, But, sir, what had
that to d» with the eubject before us *  Whether it was wise
or unwise in Virginia to refuse to receive this money—whether
she-adhered to her original determination or not—what hus
all that to do with the policy of distribution, and why drag
these subjects into discussion here? We all know that maio-
rities change in each of the States, We all know that the
difference in relation to this matter was a party difference in
the country—the Democrats opposed it and the Whigs were
in favor of the policy. It Virginia, then, had departed from
her original resolution under such circumstances, would not
this change have argued rather a change of party than an in-
firmity of purpose  But to return to the subject. I will
unite with the Senator from Georgia in all fair and legitimate
means to defeat the bill, because I think it impolitic ; I think
it worse than that, if the feature to which 1 have objected is
retained ; because it seems to me to involve the right of the
General Government to appropriate money as well as lands
to the purposes of interual improvement, Believing so, I
will use all fair and legitimate efforts to defeat the bill ; bat 1
cannot, for the sake of defeating it, give my vote to recognise,
direetly or indirectly, the propriety of distributirg the proceeds
of the public lands among the States,

Mr. DAYTON. [ believe I was understood, in offering
my amendment, to offer it as an amendment to the bill, and
the Senator then in the chair said that it was out of order.
I intended to offer it as an amendment to these instructions,
which 1 believe mukes it in order.

The amendment was then read as follows : )

Provided, further, That, after the a propriation of the
lands hereinbefore referred to the States hereinbefore named,
the nett ds of the sales of the residue of the public lands,
from am] after the S1st day of December next, shall be divided
between the several States of the Union and the Territories
thereof, as lhex{ now exist, agreeably to the provisions ot an
act entitled * An act to appropriate the proceeds of the tales
of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,” passed
September 4, 1841 ; the provisions of which act, so far as the
same can be properly upplied in the distribution of the proceeds
of said sales, are hereby re-enact=d and re-affirmed.

Mr. WHITCOMB. Before the question is taken I desire
to stat: my views in relation to the subject, and to make an
explanation. I have thought from the first that I discover-
ed in the bill under consideration an extension of the princi-
ple which has heretofore governed Government grants of this
kind. It has been said here to-day that the first grant of
this kind was made in Indiana. That is very true; but there
is a very considerable addition to the principle on which that
grant was made in the' bill now under consideration. I
believe the present bill is the first, within my recollection, in
which a strip of land twelve miles wide, or rather the alter-
nate sections in a strip of land twelve miles wide, has been
given by Congress for the construction of any work. The
greatest width heretefore has been ten miles. In the case of
the last grant to Indians, not only was it restricted to ten
miles wide, but for the purpose of making up the quantity
in case portions of the land had been already sold within
thoee limits, the Sta'e was restricted to a single land district,
the district in whichithe greatest part of theroad, or a conside-
rable portion of it, lay. The State was not allowed to go to
any land district but the district of Vincennes, the unsold
lands in which had been in the market for some forty years,
after all the best land had been bought up, and the land of-
fices were almost in a condition to be closed for want of pur-
chasers. Now, sir, apart from that paramount effection
which I feel for my own State, and which I trust every Se.
nator has for his, I know of no State in this Union that, as a
public officer or as anindividual, I would make second in my
regard to Illinois. But I did fear, that, going beyond the
original principle in the proposed grant, we stimulated the
cupidity of States where the principle did not apply, and ha-
zarded the introduction of a new system. It is said that In-
diana has been favored t) a great extent by similar grants, 1|
admit, sir, that she has been favored, and we are grateful.
And I think we should not transcend the principle on which
such grants have generally been based—that of enhancing the
value of the contiguous public lands. To make a direct lar-
gess to any State without a corresponding advantage to the
General Government, involves the distribution principle, and 1
fear might lead in its consequences to the distribution system.
I aImit the propriety, and, as far as the precedents of Con-
gress for a long time are concerned, the power of granting
public lands for the making of roads and improvements in the
Siates, on the principle that the United States is the great
land proprietor in the new States, paying no taxes upon
them, and that the burdens are consequently so much the
greater on the residents in those States. The early emi-
grants to the new Stlates were comparatively poor; many of
them wore out their lives in the penury and hardships inci-
dent to a frontier life, and others are but justemerging through
toil and privation into that state of comfort and affluence en-
joyed t) a greater or less extent in the older States. Under all
these circumstances, there is a marked difference between
the claim of the young States on the munificence and assist-
ance of the General Government, and that of their older sis-
ters, The citizens of the new States are called upon to make
and work on the roads, and it is but just and fair that the
United States, the greatest land proprietor, should be called
upon to aid in the same objects. I was therefore prepared
and willing to vote for a reasonable measure, that would
make the General Government baar & proportion of this bur-
den, but I was fearful of going too far, and I therefore voted
for the amendment yesterday.

Now, what is this bill > It is for the construction of a
raiiroad commencing at the junction of the Illinois and Mi-
chigan canal, and terminating near the junction of the Ohio
with the Miseissippi river. 'I'hen there are to be two lateral
branches striking off from the northern end, one to the flou-
rishing town of Galena, in the northwest part of the State,
and the other to Chicago, in the northeast section. Here,
then, are three long roade, and the alternate sections, in a
strip,of twelve miles wide, along the entire route of these
three roads, aregranted for their construction. Why, sir, it
amounts, [ think, to above 1,500,000 acres of land. Now,
the last grant to Indiana, which has been referred to as a jus.
tification of the present, was a large grant, to be sure, but nu-
marically, it wasbuta trifle more than half of the amount. But
the land was not nearly as valuable asthe lands in Illinois. 1li-
nois is one of the very richest States in the Union. The object
of the amendment was to exclude the State from going beyond
the strip of twilve miles wide, into other parts of the State
for the residue of the lands. I feared the Lill granted the
power to cull out the best lands in the State. I am glad to
find, however, that my apprehensions on that score were not
well founded. [ find that the selection, when you go out of
the strip, is restricted to ** lands contiguous,” but contiguous
in what direction ?

Mr. DAVIS, The language is ‘¢ mast contiguous.” Tf,
therefore, nothing touches or comes in contact, they must go
beyond.

Mr. WHITCOMB. Now, I feel a strong des’re to vote
for this bill, but I do not wish to go further than we bave
heretofore gone. There was this add.tional reason for mak-
ing the grant in the case of Indiana. The General Govern-
ment had made a grant for the continustion of the Wabash
and Erie canal, commencing at the mouth of the Maumee
river, in the State of Ohio, and extending to near Lafayette,
in Indiona.  Afier the canal was finished, it was abundantly
ascertained that it was useless as a conneeting link of naviga
tion between the .Ohio Tiver and the Lakes, except for a short
peri d during the year, in conscqaence of the unfitness for
navigation of the Wabash river, with which it was connocted,
It was d:emed important to continue the canal down to the
Ohio river, where it is navigable, 1o a grea‘er or less extent,
at all- seasons of the year. One of the criginal advantages
proposéd to the General Government in making this grant
was the transportation of the property of the United States,
and especiaily of troops and munitions of war, free of charge.

Theeanal wiu'd be nearly valueless for this ehject without a |

furher grant. And it was imporiant to make the latter grants
in order to make the first one available.

Now, Mr. President, I will not say that I shall not vote fur
the bill, even as it now ir, for I find that my principal ohjec-
tien to it has been removed, but still not to the extent whizh
I had hoped. If the language of the bi'l ein be construed to
allow an unrestricted selection of lands throughout the State,
then I doubt if so magnificent a donation for such am objeet
has been made since the Government was furmed.

And then, on motion, the Senate adjurned.

Tuurspay, May 2, 1850,

The Senale, 83 in Committesof the Whole, resumed the
consideration of the bill granting the right of way, snd making
2 donation of land to the State of lliinois to aid in the con-
struction of the Illinois Central Railroad.

apo
of the nett ds of the lands to the
g uﬂmthnmdm_mfwm

v With instructions 80 to amend the bill that a pnmﬁlnn
State of linois

shall be secured
to the States of Tennessee and vely, equal
to the proportion of the entire line of

the southern the

to be constructed terminus of

T 2% Michigan canal tothe city of Mobile, which passes thr

each of the two latter States, to be
construction

» by them to
of the sections or divisions of the rosd within
thelr respective jurisdictions.” g

This Mr. Darrox had moved 10 amend as follows :
“ Provided , That, after the a

ppropriation of
the lands hereinbelore referrved to the States hereinbefore

nnnad‘the nett procecds of the sales of the residue of the
public lands, from and after the 3ist day of December next,
be divided between the several States ot the Union

the Territories thereof, as they now exist, agreeably to the
provisions of an act entitled * Anact ton iate the pro-
ceeds of the sales of the publie lands, and to grant P

tion rights,’ passed September 4, 1841 ; the provisions of

which act, 50 far a3 the same can be properly applied in the
ﬁmmilmuan of u: proceeds of said sales, are Im-cﬂy re-enacted

Afler some debate the question was taken on Mr. Darrox’s
!smandment to the instructions of Mr. Berx, and decided as fol-
OWs : :

YEAS—Messrs, Badger, Buldwin, Chase, Clarke, Cla
Corwin Dawson, Dayton, drem, Mangum, 'Millcr. f'el.rur:
thrlﬂfgimx s nmi Wales—I16,

essrs. Bell, Benton, Bradbury, Bright

Butler, Cass, Davis, of ﬁ?ﬁaﬁw] Doﬁ;e:‘nt Wi-msuh’,

?adge, EI‘ lo;;,nl.)eu;hu, D&m"‘mg,h&om‘ln Hunter,

ones, Kiong orton, Rusk, i 2 Stur-
geon, Wa.ll‘.;r, Whit;onb. Yulee—;a' " mith,

So the amendment was not agreed to.

The question then recurred on the original amendment
offercd by the Benator from Tennessee ; which was rejected.

Mr.
bill as follows :

Add to end of second section as follows :

“ Jnd provided further, That any and all lands reserved to
the United States by the act entitled an et to grant a quantity
of land to the State of Hlinois, for the pu of aiding in
opening & caval to connect the waters of the Illinois river with
those of Lake Michigan, approved March 2, 1827, be and they
are hereby reserved to the United States from the operations
of this aet.”

The emendment was adopted.

There being no further propositions to amend, the bill was
reported back to the Senate, and the amendments of the cor-
mittee concurred in. ;

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, and was read a third time accordingly. A

On the motion that the bill do

pass—
Mr. BUTLER called for the yeas and nays, which, being

ordered, were taken, snd resulted as follows :

YEAS—Messrs, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Borland,
Bright, Cass, Corwin, Davis, of Misbissippi, Dodge, of Wise
consin, Dodge, of Iowa, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Houston,
Jones, King, M m, Morton, Sebastinn, Seward, Shields,
Smith, Stu , Underwood, and Walker—26.

NAYS—Messrs. Bradbury, Butler, Chase, Clarke, Daw-
son, Dayton, Hunter, Miller, Norris, Phelps, Pratt, Turney,
Wales, and Yulee—14.

So the bill was passed.
THE SIR JOHN FRANKLIN EXPEDITION.

Mr. MILLER moved to postpone sll prior orders and take
up the joiat resolution from the House authorizing the Presi-
dent of the United States to aceept and attach to the navy two
vessels offered by Henry Grinnell, Esq., of New York, to be
sent to the Aretic seas in search of Sir John Franklin and his
companions.

The motion was
sidered, as follows :

Revolved by the Senate and House of Representutives of
the United States in Congress assembled, That ihe President
be and he is hereby authorized and directed to receive from
Heory Grinnell, of the city of New York the two vessels pre~
pared by him for an expedition in search of Sir John Fi in
und his companions, and to detail from the navy such com=
missioned and warrant officers and s0 many seamen as may
be necessary for said expedition, and who may be willing to
engage thevein, The said officers and men shall be furni
wit!; suitable rations, at the direction of the President, for a
period not exceeding three years, and shall have the use of
such necessary instruments as are now on hand and can be
spared from the navy, to beaccounted for or returned by the
officers who shall receive the same.

Resolved further, That the said vessels, officers, and men
shall be in all respects under the laws and regulations of the
navy of the United States until their return, when the said
vessels shall Le delivered to the said Henry Grinnell:
Provided, That the United States shall not be fiable to any
claim for compensation in case of the loss, damage, or dete-
rioration ol the said vessels, or either of them, fromany cause
or in any manner whatever, nor be liable to any demand for
the use or risk of the said vessels, or either of them.

After some debate the question was taken on the resolu-
tion and decided as follows ;

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Brad-
bury, Butler, Chase, Clay, Cooper, Corwin, Dawson, Day-
ton, Dodge, of lowa, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Greene, Houston,
Mangum, Miller, Morton, Pearce, Phelps, Pratt, Seward,
Shields, Sturgeon, Wales, Whitcomb, Yulee—28,

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Borland, Bright, Cass, Davis,
of Mississippi, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Foote, Hunter, Jones,
King, Norris, Rusk, Sebastian, Turney—10.

8o the joint resolution was passed.

The Senate, after spending some time in executive session,
adjourned.

aned to, and the resolution was con-

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Tuurspay, May 2, 1850,

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Commitlee on
Naval Affairs, eubmitied the following report and joint reso-
lution concerning the American prime meridian :

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to which were referred
sundry memorials protesting against the establishment of an
Ameriean prime meridian in the preparation of the American
Nauticul Almanae, respectfully report :

That in the investigation of this subject they have had the
benefit of the views of many of the most eminent seientific
men of the country, given in their correspondence with Lieut,
Chas. H. Davis, the superintendent of the American Nautical
Almapsc, and furnished to the committee by the Secretary of
the Navy. There is great conflict of sentiment among these
distinguished gentlemen ; but it is believed that two positions-
are so well established as to admit of no dispute. These are:
first, that in the present condition of navigation some incon=
venience would be experienced by abandoning the Greenwich
and adopting the American prime meridian ; and, second, that
the establishment of the latter is indispensable to the accuracy
and perfeetion of all astronomical and geographical operations
upon this cgntinent. The ittee are pinion that the
inconveniegoe to navigators resulting trom a change of meri-
dian has béen greatly overrated ; and il it were necessary to-
determine whether this diffieulty-is of sufficient weight to
counterbalance the advantages of the to astronomy and
geography, the committee would have po hesitation in decid-
in oﬁn tavor of the American meridian. But it is believed that
all controversy may be avoided and all parties satisfied by
adopting the American meridian for astronomical and geo-
graphieal purposes, and enleulnt.lnf that portion of the Nauti=
eal Almanae, disigned for the exclusive use of navigators, for
the meridian of Greenwich. This policy is not entirely new.
In a letter of date the 2d October, 1849, from Prof. Enke to
the editor of the ** Astronomisch Nuchrichten,” No. 695, that
distinguished astronomer says :

“ With the annual publieation of the Berlin Astronomieal
Register for 1852, which is already prepared, this journal
changes back to its earlier form; the nautical data are omit-
ted, and it passes over again into my hands. The diffienlty to
be set aside, viz. that the Berlin meridian, which I must re-
tain in the register, does not correspond with the meridian of
the sea charts, prevents mainly its use with seafaring men, so
that, with justice, the ministry, who direct the business, hold
a further connexion ot the two parts, the nautical and the as-
tronomical, as injudicious.”

In accordanee with this example, which, so far as relates to
the establishment of & national meridian for astronomieal pur-
poses, is believed to be the policy of every enlightened nation
on the globe, the comamittee pres.nt a jo.nt resolution effect-
ing the sume result, and they respectfuily recommend its pas-
sage by the House. It is not, however, intended by this mea-
sure 10 signity any thing beyond a defer-nee to present

convenience and wishes of our mercantile marine, rendered .

appropriate perhups by the fact that the meridian of Green-
wich is at this time more gencrally used than any other. It
is mot impossible that a speedy ch in the ch 1s ndopted
by the commeree of the Pacific, and indeed in the commercial
empire of the world, may herealter demand, even for the na-
vigutor, a more eentral and convenient meridian. But this
will be more properly a subject for future investigation.

The committee have not deemed it necessary to do more
than give this brief stat t of their conclusions, inasmuch as.
the subject has been so fully discussed in the interesting cor-
responds nee above mentioned, to which they refer, and which
they beg leave to append as a part of this report.

A jvint resolution concerning the Ameriean prime meridian.

Revolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United Stdtes of Jmerica in Congress aveembled, That here=
after the meridiun of the Observatory at Washington shall be
adopted and used as the American mervidian for all astronomi=
eal and geographical purposes, and that such part of the com-
putations of the Nautieal Almanae as may be designed for the.
exclusive use of navigutors, shall be sdapted to the meridian
of Greenwioh.

The resolut'on having been twice read, Mr. STANTON
asked that it be put en its passage.

A debate ensucd between Messrs, STANTON, of Ten-
nessee, and McLANE, of Maryland. i

Mr. McLANE then moved that the joint resolution be com-
mitted to & Committes of the Wh::: ::i::‘e ;m of the Union,.
aud the bill and report ordered to ted.

The question wf.o then on the motion of Mr. McLaxxz to
commit and print the joint resolution, and it was agreed to.
EW BOOKS.—Conquest of Canads, by Wharburton,
Amlzn?n:,d :r“:::e Full of Rome, a romance of the fitth cen-

tury, by ‘:;h‘WHki.hanlul:i‘ e e

Eastern ; eri 3
7}'?.. Daltons, or T mylludx in Life, by Charles Lever,

No. 1. Just published. o

The New Downing Strect, being No. 4 of Cor'yle’s Latter~

The pending question was on the wotion of Mr. Braw o
recommit the bill—

5 i FRANCK TAYLOR.

HITCUMB moved to amend the amendment 1o the




